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It is now absolutely certain that the smallest, most colorful. and unique of 
Xor IA hwical s deer species-- the key deer-which exi sts on a hancXul of flat keys 
or islends 100 -miles from Florida’s minland, will shortly become extinct along 
with its undqlicated habitat unless drastic measures are token to protect it in 
its own peculiar environment, declared wildlife experts of the Deprtment of the 
Interior’s Fish and Y?ildlife Service today, 

Qily 70 of these ltpygmy’t deer-vlhom some scientists call a distinct sp&ies-- 
w&e left on zig Fine and,Zo %me Keys in 1947; 40 were left in 1950: today, O&Y 
32, or oven less, can be counted--tomorrow, the count may be a cipher unless 
immediate action is t&en. 

S&J end far between ere those fortuxate individuals &o have seen the tiny 
sniti. Around 26 to 29 inches hi&, 38 inches lo_r,g, vrei&ing in at a mere 30-35 
pounds for bucks ; a-25 pounds for does, it is about the si ze of a very small 
collie. Fawns are no bigger than the ordinery cottontail rabbit. 

!Em deer have been slau&tered by invading poLachers, who run them into the 
sea with dogs to be shot, Fires, hurricanes, and crocodiles destroyed other. 

And now the &izzing motorist on the overseas hi&t~ey to’Xey IJest is unwit7 
t.in@Jy hastening the little Key deer’s ultimate death sment, Last year eight of 
the remaining 40 were run over ,ud killed by csrs alofie, as they attempted to find 
water in the roadside ditches. 

!ihis dropped their dv&xXLing mation to the present ext?qely d?UlgeroUs 
level of not more than 32 romainiq survivors. If and when adequate help is 
rushed, this ntier might be raised in a few years to around 2G0, tiich would 
insure them egains t the complete oblivion toward which they are ‘headed. 

Two unsuccessful attempts have been mde to save the :tey deer toUi$ le@s- 
lative aotion to establish a definite senctuery. 

%ceuse of its d&icate, centuries-old adjustment to its OWL unusual ecological- 
keys’ background, the surviving herd can;2ot be transplanted to snother region where 
they mi&t be better potooted from onrushing civilization, 

Since time immemori&l. t&y have waged their fight for 
almost waterless habitat. 
the Xew %rld, 

Key deer were the first deer to 
Columbus described them in his fourth-trip 

sponsors. 

survival in a harsh, 
be seen by white men in 
report to his roya;l. 



In the yeax 1545 they were again observed and noted by Hernanb d’EscaJ.ante 
in his Msnoiix,~ wrl ttar after he was held captive by IndQns in the lower keys of 
the Key west chain, 

Xot only would full protection resuue a vsnishjng race of picturesque deer, 
it woukl also help to presence plants and birds that are a~nong the most interest% 
*is country can offer the nature-lover end student., ,, _ 

Birds such as the uncommn wl!&t&&mmed pi&on, those chief feeding flu 
is located where the Key deer b$owse, would be also pm tected. tipictit vegetation 
types in large nuTdbers fomd nov&ere else k tie United States would be preserved. 

%en tourists and nature students-- scicsLtists and just plan lovers of the 
great outdoors--would be able to see flora end fauna far out of the ordlnruy on 
the range of the tiny Key deer those ranks might be raised to the safe figure of 
200. 3hi.s is the nu&er the ezgmrts call SJL safeguard against extinctiC% 
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